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LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS EXPORT RESTRICTIONS 

247. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Could the Premier table the advice on which he based his statement last week 
that it was a one-size-fits-all approach and that there would be restrictions on exports of LNG—soon to be our 
second largest export? Could the Premier table the advice on which he based his response to the dorothy dixer last 
week? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I am not sure which rabbit hole the Leader of the Opposition is trying to go down today. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The reality of the matter is that the other states have made a mess of their domestic gas 
reservation arrangements. This state did it right because of the Labor government of Alan Carpenter in 2006. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You misled the house. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is why this state did it right. If we go back to that period of time, we will find that there 
was enormous criticism of the approach of Western Australia by the Liberal Party. I was here — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You misled the house. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you have said it four times now. I have got the message and I also call 
you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I was here; I was a minister at that point in time, and the federal Liberal Party in particular—
as I recall Hon Ian Macfarlane—carried on enormously against the policy that we brought in. Now, 11 years later, 
we have been proven right—that our policy was the correct approach. The 15 per cent reservation policy has ensured 
that Western Australia has sufficient domestic gas for our own needs, and we will continue that policy. I note that 
now the federal government is playing catch-up on these issues and other states made a mess of it. Obviously, I was 
concerned that Mr Turnbull, in his announcement a month or so ago, was going to somehow inhibit our export 
industry and therefore I wrote to the commonwealth government. Apparently, today it has responded with a public 
announcement that Western Australia is not part of the eastern states arrangements. Once again, it is proven that 
Labor got it right in 2006 and that has protected Western Australia today. 
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